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EDUCATION 
Ph.D.  Environmental Engineering, University of Iowa 1997  
M.S.  Environmental Engineering, University of Iowa 1992  
B.A.  Biology, University of Iowa 1990  
 
Dissertation: The Phytoremediation of Munitions (RDX, TNT) Waste at the Iowa Army  

Ammunition Plant with Hybrid Poplar Trees (Advisor: Jerald Schnoor)  
 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION  
Registered Professional Engineer in the State of Washington, License #: 36577 
U.S. Green Building Council–LEED Accredited Professional  
 
EXPERIENCE  
Center for Environmental Justice and Sustainability, Seattle University  
Founding Director January 2013 to Present 
 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Seattle University  
Professor September 2012 to Present 
Department Chair September 2006–June 2013 
Associate Professor September 2003–September 2012 
Assistant Professor September 1997–September 2003 
Courses: Engineering Economics, Principles of Environmental Engineering, Water and Wastewater 
Engineering, Hazardous Waste Management, Sustainable Engineering, Engineering Design, 
Biological Principles for Environmental Engineers, Introduction to Civil & Environmental 
Engineering, Fluid Mechanics Laboratory 
 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Iowa  
Teaching Assistant August 1991–May 1995  
Courses: Biological Treatment Processes, Engineering I, Hydrogeology and Groundwater Quality, 
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Affiliate Faculty, University of Washington, September 1998 to Present 
Principal, Northwest Engineers, Seattle, Washington. January 2007 to Present 
Principal, KDD & Associates, Seattle, Washington. May 2001–December 2006 
Consultant, Appia Engineering, Seattle, Washington. June 2000–December 2001 
Consultant, CH2M Hill. Portland, Oregon. July 1998–June 2000. 
Consultant, US Environmental Protection Agency. Athens, GA October 1998–March 1999. 
Consultant, Howard R. Green & Associates, Des Moines, Iowa. January–October 1992. 
Lab Technician, Iowa City Wastewater Treatment Plant, December 1990–December 1991.  
Technical Reviewer: Environmental Science and Technology; National Science Foundation; Environmental 
Toxicology and Chemistry; Journal of the American Water Works Association; International Journal of 
Phytoremediation; Water Environment Research; Journal of Environmental Engineering, Interdisciplinary 
Environmental Review 
 
AWARDS & GRANTS 
Seattle University McGoldrick Fellowship (Seattle University’s highest faculty honor), 2011  
Seattle University Alumni Association, Distinguished Faculty Award, 2015 
Seattle University Provost’s Fellowship, 2022 
Rotary District 5030 Grant, Thailand Water Pipeline Project, 2021 
Rotary District 5030 Grant, Cité Soleil, Haiti Medical Clinic Drinking Water System, 2020 
Rotary District 5030 Grant, Khun Jae, Thailand Library Construction Project, 2019 
Seattle University Summer Faculty Fellowship, 1998, 2001, 2004, 2020 
Seattle University Endowed Mission Fund: 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020 
Seattle University College of Science and Engineering Summer Research Grant, 2019, 2023 
Environmental Works – Building Energy Study, 2015 
Herrera Environmental Consultants – Stormwater Media Study, 2014 
Leona Helmsley Foundation, Reflection in Engineering Education, 2014 
Bullitt Foundation, Evaluation of Gray Water Treatment System Performance, 2013 
American Society of Engineering Education – Design in Engineering Education, Best Paper, 2012. 
Seattle University Global Grants Fund: 2011, 2012, 2013 
Seattle University Thomas J. Bannan Endowed Chair for Engineering, 2009–2011 
National Science Foundation–Course, Curriculum & Laboratory Improvement Phase I, 2009.  
National Science Foundation–Course, Curriculum & Laboratory Improvement Phase II, 2007.  
National Science Foundation–Course, Curriculum & Laboratory Improvement Phase I, 2004.  
National Science Foundation–Research Experience for Undergraduates, 2003. 
National Science Foundation–Major-7(MQ
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Thompson, P. L. (2017). “Aquaponics for Science and Technology Education”, Aquaponics  
Association Conference, Portland, OR, November 3.
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Thompson, P. (2010). “Eradicating the Safe Water and Sanitation Crises via Unification”  
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Thompson, P. L. (1999). “Phytoremediation of Munitions Waste”, Invited Speaker, Department  
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Thompson, P. L. (1998). “Using Plants to Clean–up Hazardous Wastes”, Special Presentation at  
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AFFILIATIONS  
Member: American Water Works Association, Water Environment Federation, American  

Chemical Society, American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society of Engineering 
Education, Association of Environmental Engineering and Science Professors, Emerald 
City Rotary Club, International Living Futures Institute 

 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 
College of Science & Engineering ad hoc Budget Review Committee, 2021 
College of Science & Engineering ad hoc Personnel Committees, 2015, 2016 , 2018, 2019 




