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901 12th Avenue, Seattle, WA 98122  (206) 296-5479   rreich@seattleu.edu 

Education  
October 2022  Ph.D. Department of History, Columbia University, New York, NY 
  Dissertation: Materials of Science in Norman Sicily: Translation, transmission, and 

trade in the central Mediterranean corridor (Supervisors: Adam Kosto, Avinoam 
Shalem) 

    Fields: Medieval Mediterranean, Pre-Modern Science, Material Culture, Modern 
Islam 

May 2017 M.A. Department of History, Columbia University, New York, NY 
     Thesis: “Nearly Gold and Nearly Perfect?: The Cathedral Doors of Monreale” 
May 2015  M.A. Department of History, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA 
    Fields: Medieval Mediterranean, Medieval Islam 
AY 2012-2013  Special Student and Student Researcher, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 
June 2012  B.A. Carleton College, Northfield, MN 
    Major: History  
    Minors: Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Archaeology  

Appointments 
F’23-Present Assistant Professor of Medieval Mediterranean History, Department of History, 

Seattle University, Seattle, WA 
F’22-Sp’23 Visiting Medieval Fellow, Fordham University, New York, NY 
F’21-Su’23 Associate Faculty, Department of World Languages and Cultures, Classical Studies,  

Indiana University – Purdue University Indianapolis (Online) 

Publications  
Books 
 Materials of Medicine [Proposal under review]  
Chapters in Edited Volumes 
 “Physician and Flask: Illustrating, writing, and transmitting uroscopy in the later Middle Ages”. In The 

Medieval Medical Paratext Across Languages and Cultures, edited by Petros Bouras-Vallianatos and  
Sofia Xenofontos. [Under Review, Cambridge University Press] 

 “Medicine as Aesthetic: Medievalizing tradition in the modern wellness movement.” In Neomedievalism, 
edited by Ailén Cruz and Lauren Beck. [Under Review, University of Toronto Press]. 

 “The Fantasy of Medieval Medicine: Orientalizing experiential and textual traditions in the imagined 
medieval past.” In Beyond Cadfael: Medieval medicine in popular culture, edited by Lucy Barnhouse 
and Winston Black, 77-97. Budapest: Trivent Medieval, 2023. 

Journal Articles 
 “Nearly Gold and Nearly Perfect? Meaning and Materiality of Copper-alloy in Norman Sicily”, Haskins 

Society Journal 30 (2018), 79-106. 
Digital Publications 
 “Dragon's Blood.” In Secrets of Craft and Nature in Renaissance France. A Digital Critical Edition and 

English Translation of BnF Ms. Fr. 640

https://edition640.makingandknowing.org/#/essays/ann_037_sp_16
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx_UaHlWtoLuR1g3SjNfVkFjRmM/view


Public-facing Digital Media 
The Medievalist Toolkit (2019-Present) http://medievalisttoolkit.org  
Robin Writes (2018-Present) http://robinwrites.blog 
“Historians as Parents: Raising Twins,” Contingent Magazine, October 17, 2023. 

https://contingentmagazine.org/2023/10/17/historians-as-parents-raising-twins    
“Making sense of medieval medicine: Humors, weird animal parts, and experiential knowledge.” A 

Collection of Unmitigated Pedantry (April 2021).  
“Archaeology and the Black Death.” The Study of Antiquity and the Middle Ages (August 2020) 

https://youtu.be/CIob9bueNlA  
“Did the Black Death Affect Medieval Religion?” The Study of Antiquity and the Middle Ages (May 2020) 

https://youtu.be/46u0xmtAG6w  
“How did medieval people respond to the Black Death?” The Study of Antiquity and the Middle Ages 

(May 2020) https://youtu.be/6ukeiQ_il_U  
“Multiculturalism and Convivencia in Medieval Sicily.” The Study of Antiquity and the Middle Ages (April 

2020) https://youtu.be/lhXbvo4PL7I  

Honors and Awards 
Sp’23 Notes and Records Essay Award, Royal Society for the History of Science, London 
Sp’22 Community Building Award, Graduate Student Committee, Medieval Academy of 

America (as The Medievalist Toolkit) 
Sp’21 Digital Humanities Award, Lehman Center, Columbia University 
March 2018 Best Graduate Student Paper, Medieval Academy of America  
October 2017 Denis Bethell Prize, The Haskins Society 
May 2015 Distinction in Comprehensive Oral Examination, Department of History, Boston 

College 
May 2012 Magna Cum Laude, Carleton College  
May 2012 Distinction in Major, Carleton College  
April 2012 Distinction in Senior Integrative Exercise, Carleton College  

Grants and Fellowships  
AY 2024-2025 Centennial Grant, Medieval Academy of America 
Su’24 Provost’s Grant for RRC Course Development, Seattle University 
Su’24 Summer Faculty Fellowship, Seattle University 
W’24-Sp’25 New Course Development Award, Mellon Foundation Project: "Race, Racialization, 

and Resistance in the US", Seattle University 
Sp’21 Doris K. Quinn Dissertation Completion Fellowship, Columbia University  
F’19, Summer 2017 GSAS Conference Travel Grant, Department of History, Columbia University  
AY 2018-2019 International Dissertation Research Fellowship, Social Sciences Research Council  
AY 2018-2019 Huntington Fellowship, Huntington Library  
F’18 Ahmanson Research Fellowship and Visiting Graduate Researcher, Center for 

Medieval and Renaissance Studies, UCLA 
F’18 Barbara Rootenberg Library Research Fellowship, UCLA  
Summer 2017, F’15 Brebner Travel Fund, Department of History, Columbia University  
Summer 2016 Pre-Dissertation Research Grant, Department of History, Columbia University  
Summer 2016 Stigler Grant for Archaeology, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University  
AYs 2015-2020 Richard Hofstadter Fellowship, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Columbia 

University 

Invited Talks 
May 2023 “Making medicines and textiles in medieval southern Italy”, Consortium Medievalists 

2nd Annual Symposium: "Sensory Experiences Across Medieval Communities", 
Fordham University. 
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